
The Tree House Hollow Board of Direc-
tors meets on the last Wednesday of the 
month at 4:30. The meetings are usually 
one and a half hours long and all of you 
are invited to sit in, make suggestions, 
share ideas, etc.  
 
Aimee Vorhaus, Liam’s mom, is our 
newest board member. She is the only 
parent on the board but we have a for-
mer parent, Patty Tripodi, a community 
activist, former librarian, Arlene Kallen, 
Lenore Monsour, former Preschool 
Director and Pat Boblitt, Special Educa-
tion leader in the county.  
 
Our goals this year are: to increase the 
number of board members, to develop 
our connections with the community at 
Apple Blossom and into the larger Se-
bastopol community, and to raise funds 
for the scholarship program and other 
projects.  
 
Two of our projects will be to beautify 
the garden and celebrate the week of the 
Young Children in April. 
 (cont’d. on page three 3) 

What a wonderful group of 
families we have at our pre-
school! Our Garden Day was 
so much fun and we finished 
a huge job! We wheel-
barrowed 8 yards of wood 
chips into the play garden 
and it looks fabulous! 
 
One of my friends com-
mented, “ What a great way 
for the kids to see how we 
can build community! The 
parents become the role 
models for working together 
and having fun.” 
 
Often families don’t realize 
until it’s too late how impor-
tant this preschool connec-
tion really is. You’ve all 
picked Tree House Hollow 
because of your similar val-
ues and needs. This weekend 
I was invited to a party at a 
former parent’s home and I 
was delighted to see four 
other families from THH 
there. These children are now 
8 years old but the connec-
tion is deep and they’ve re-
mained friends despite going 
to different elementary 
schools.   

Glenn also noticed the camarade-
rie at the wood chip pile.  
 
This is one way that Tree House 
Hollow is different from other 
preschool programs. We encour-
age you to get to know each other 
and help each other by providing 
activities for sharing and learning, 
offering parenting classes and 
family gatherings. We hope to 
create an atmosphere where you 
can ask for help if you need it and 
feel supported by your commu-
nity.  
 
Thanks for your support and 
have a loving February! 
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           New Year’s Wishes 
If you haven’t had a chance, do stop in and read the 
New Year’s wishes your children have made.  Your 
children are all such loving, sweet souls. We will make 
our Magic Wands and each child picked out a special 
stone at the crystal shop to add to it. Each stone has a 
special meaning.There’s a list on the bulletin board if 
you are curious. It’s always amazing to see what each 
child chooses.   The children will use their magic 
wands while we all say their wishes. Let’s hope they all 
come true. What an improved world we would have! 



 

 

 
Inspired by a Workshop 
  by Megan Cole 
 
Two weekends ago, I attended the Bay Area 
Environmental Education Resource Fair 
(BAEER Fair) in San Rafael. As early child-
hood educators, the staff at Tree House Hol-
low constantly strives to continue and update 
our education in the field. One way we do 
this is by taking advantage of workshops to 
not only educate, but also inspire us. The 
BAEER fair seemed the perfect opportunity 
to do just this! I enjoyed going around to the 
many booths with representatives from envi-
ronmental organizations, and participated in a 
workshop on watershed ecology as well as a 
workshop on using natural dyes with chil-
dren. The later workshop served as inspira-
tion for some projects that I would like to 
bring to our school. I received a basic intro to 
dying with plants and am excited to start sus-
tainably harvesting some plants from our 
surroundings to make dyes. Not only will this 
project provide the children a connection 
with the plants in their area, but we will also 
discuss the cycle of harvesting the plants, 
using them for dying, and then composting 
the remains to feed back into the soil. This is 
also a wonderful opportunity for parent par-
ticipation if you have some knowledge in the 
subject of dying, or are just eager to help us 
out. Please talk to me if you are interested in 
getting involved! 
 

Fostering Tolerance and Respect 

  
Children are born without biases about other people of any 
race, culture, gender or disability. We sometimes wonder if 
we can raise children free of prejudice by just leaving well 
enough alone and making sure not to pass on negative 
attitudes. Unfortunately, it doesn’t work this way; society’s 
messages are too pervasive.  
 At Tree House Hollow  we want to work with you 
to create a program that helps to counter society’s messages 
of bias and reflects the cultural background of all of the 
children and families.  To begin with, we choose books, 
dolls, and even pictures on the wall, with an eye to finding 
balance and showing children what they see too little of 
elsewhere. For this reason we talk about Chinese New 
Year, Martin Luther King Day, Rosa Parks, different 
Jewish holidays and  any other excuse for talking about 
freedom, discrimination and respect for all.   
 Are we doing all this to be “politically correct”? 
Not really. We’re committed to helping children grow up 
confident of their own identity, respectful of other people 
and aware of the rich diversity of their world. We can do 
this only by working closely with our families, hearing 
perspectives, and finding out more about the cultural 
background that each child brings to the program. Many of 
you have filled out a cultural diversity form so we know if 
there is something that we can bring to the children’s 
attention. 
 Parents are even more important than teachers in 
children’s development of attitudes. Children are keen 
observers. Take a moment and look at your family. Is one 
person  always doing the dishes? Are  your roles sexually 
stereotyped ? These subtle issues serve to develop attitudes 
towards men and women, girls and boys. When children 
grow up thinking they are “better than”  someone else, they 
have been given permission to objectify and therefore 
oppress another.  This is why at Tree House Hollow the 
children may not say “you can’t play.” In these subtle ways 
we try to change the world for the better. If you have any 
questions about how our program is addressing issues of 
bias and diversity or if you want to talk over issues that 
arise at home, please let us know what you’re thinking or 
wondering. Of course, we are far from having all the 
answers. We want to hear what you’re thinking and we’re 
always happy to talk things over. 
 
A brochure is available on Teaching Children Tolerance. 

 



What a rainy winter we’ve had! But yesterday I noticed the quince blossoms and daffodils beginning to 
bloom. The acacias are plumping up and soon the plums trees will be blooming. In California the begin-
ning of February is the beginning of Spring! Starting with Ground Hog’s Day (will it see it’s shadow?), 
February 2nd is also St. Bridget’s Day or Imbolc on the Pagan Calendar. It’s called Michaelmas on the 
Christian Calendar and the Jewish Calendar celebrates Tu’bishshvat, a tree planting time.  
Once again, it’s about light and the quickening of the spring season. We did a wonderful Spring clean-
ing job on the garden this weekend and soon we will begin to clean the mold off of things. 
 
It’s also Black History month, Susan B. Anthony and Presidents’ B-Days and Valentine’s Day.  
 
Chinese New Year is also celebrated this month beginning on the new moon, ending on the full moon 
and culminating in San Francisco with the beautiful parade on Saturday, February 27th. The Redwood 
Empire  Chinese Association also has some activities planned. Check their website for more info: 
www.recacenter.org   
 
Remember to hug and kiss the ones you love and tell them EVERYDAY! 

                         February-Lots Goin’ On  

(cont’d. from page 1) 
 
Board News 
The girl scouts have offered to build 
us a raised bed. We have ideas for a 
water pump, willow house and fairy 
garden. As soon as we get some dry 
days we can begin planting again 
and hope you think of us as you 
begin starts and/or divide your 
plants. Any other ideas? We’d like 
to have a garden day once a month 
for whomever can make it. The last 
Saturday of the month looks good. 
 
Last year for the Week of the Young 
Child, we hung the children’s art in 
downtown Sebastopol. If you know 
any of the business owners there, 
please help us by asking if we can 
hang our art in the window. 
 
Lastly, we’d like to invite Diane 
Ferlatte, the story teller back again 
in May. We will need some help 
setting up and cleaning up, making 
box lunches?, selling tickets and 
getting out the word. In the fall , the 
families who attended thoroughly 
enjoyed it.  
 
Please know that we want to hear 
from you anytime! 

Names 
 
Zizi 
Alessandra 
Cameron 
Dunia 
Duncan 
Daniel 
Ella 
Evan 
Gavin 
Gavyn 
Jackson 
Jasmin 
Joseph 
Kashawna 
Katherine 
Katie 
Liam 
Libby 
Maida 
Mira 
Nathalia 
Ruby 
Salomon 
Taoh 
Toby 

Positive Discipline  
Opportunities 

 
Tuesday, February 2nd 6:30 
This meeting is for the families who 
need to complete the 7th in a series of 
positive discipline workshops. At 
Franny’s house. 
 
Tuesday, February 9th 7:00 
For all parents of Tree House Hollow 
Franny will give an overview of the 
Positive Discipline techniques,   
answer your questions and help you 
solve some on-going problems at 
home. 
 
Tuesday, February 23rd 7:00 
For all parents in the Sebastopol  
Community 
New six week workshop to begin. 
Please see attached flyer, hang it 
somewhere and/or give to a friend! 
 


